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Abstract:

This study examines the role of external considerations (al-marajihat al-kharijiyya) in resolving apparent conflicts
between reports in matters of worship. External considerations are recognized as one of the causes of jurisprudential
disagreement among usitll scholars. When two reports conflict and reconciliation or identification of abrogating and
abrogated texts is insufficient, jurists resort to external considerations to give preference to one report over another,
based on supporting evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus, analogy, or the practice of the Companions, pious
predecessors, or the people of Madinah. The purpose of such preference is to strengthen certainty (zann) and to prevent
the obstruction of people’s interests, thereby safeguarding the objectives of the Shari‘ah. The study further addresses the
scholarly disagreement over the acceptance of external considerations, particularly between the Hanafis and the majority
of usil scholars, stemming from differing definitions and conditions of preference. The research highlights the origins
of this disagreement and its practical implications for juristic reasoning
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